
Report to: PLANNING COMMITTEE Date of Meeting: 5th June 2019

Subject: DC/2019/00507
South Park Community Hut South Park  Balliol Road, Bootle
 

Proposal: Erection of a detached hut within the centre of the park to be used as a 
multi-purpose facility for local community groups (part retrospective)

Applicant: Mr Alan Lake
Sefton Council

Ward: Derby Ward

Summary
The proposal is for the erection of an extension to the existing detached hut within the 
centre of South Park to be used as a community hub. It is concluded that the development 
is acceptable within designated Open Space. It would provide environmental 
enhancements and a range of social benefits for the local community. The proposal is 
sustainable development which accords with local and national policy and is thus 
recommended for approval. 

Recommendation: Approve with conditions 

Case Officer Mr Steven Healey

Email planning.department@sefton.gov.uk

Telephone 0345 140 0845 (option 4)

Application documents and plans are available at:
http://pa.sefton.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=POAWBKNW00600

mailto:planning.department@sefton.gov.uk


Site Location Plan



The Site
The application site comprises a plot within the centre of South Park, Bootle enclosed by 
trees and footway currently occupied by a small hut.
 
History
Planning permission was granted in February 2007 for the erection of a prefabricated hut 
within the centre of the park (reference S/2007/0008). 

Consultations
Environmental Health
No objection in principle, however a noise assessment will be required if there are plans to 
use the modified hut for functions/parties. 

Highways Development Design
No objection.

Neighbour Representations
None received. 

Policy Context
The application site is situated in an area designated as Open Space in the Sefton Local 
Plan which was adopted by the Council in April 2017.     

Assessment of the Proposal
The proposal is to extend the existing hut within South Park and for it to be used as a 
multi-purpose community hub. The main issues to consider are the principle of 
development, design and appearance and impacts on local amenity. 

Principle of Development

The proposal is subject to Local Plan policy NH5 (Protection of Open Space) which states 
the following types of development are acceptable in principle on Open Space:- 
environmental improvements which enhance the site’s environmental quality or green 
infrastructure benefits, including built facilities necessary for the use of the site.

The existing hut is used by ‘Friends of South Park and Kings Gardens’ as an all-weather 
meeting space and as a base for activities such as gardening, litter picking and fruit and 
vegetable growing on the adjacent allotments. The proposal to extend the hut for the 



benefit of various community groups would enhance an already valuable asset which is 
compatible with the wider use of the park. 

Furthermore, the hut would remain the only built facility in the park and does not encroach 
on the park’s main useable ‘open’ spaces, facilities or pitches. 

Design and Appearance

The proposed hut extension is to be constructed of timber boarding in a style typical of 
park and woodland settings and to match the existing structure. It would be finished in 
green paint ensuring that it blends well into its surroundings. The proposal also includes a 
green roof which is supported. 

Impact on Local Amenity

The hut is situated within the centre of the park around 140m from the closest residential 
dwellings; it remains modest in scale unlikely to cause an unacceptable degree of noise 
and disturbance. The applicant has also advised that the purpose of the facility would not 
be to host functions or parties.

The Highways Manager has raised no objection to the proposal which is not considered 
likely to facilitate large numbers of vehicular movements given it clear intent to serve a 
local catchment. 

Conclusion

Taking the above into account the proposal is considered acceptable; it is an appropriate 
use of Open Space which would provide a valuable community asset incorporating 
environmental enhancements. The proposal therefore complies with adopted local and 
national policy and is recommended for approval.



Recommendation - Approve with conditions
 
Conditions

This application has been recommended for approval subject to the following conditions 
and associated reasons:

1) The development hereby permitted must be commenced before the expiration of 
three years from the date of this permission.

Reason:  To comply with Section 91 (as amended) of the Town and Country Planning 
Act 1990.

2) The development hereby granted must be carried out strictly in accordance with the 
following details and plans:- Existing and Proposed Plans (Drawing Number 
JL334/2/PL01).

Reason: To ensure satisfactory development.


